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~US. torelease $L:6 billien-
aid package for Pakistan I\

By Bradley Klapper
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON® The LS.
has quietly decided to re-
lease more than .G billion
in military and economic
aid to Pakistan that was sus-
pernded when relations be-
tween the two countries
disintegrated over the co-
vert raid that killed Osama
bin Laden and deadly US.
airstrikes against Pakistani
soldiers.

Officials and congressio-
nal aides said ties have im-
proved enough to allow the
money to flow again.

American and NATO

suppty routes to Afghani--

stan are open. Controver-
sial U.S. drone strikes are
down,

The U.S. and Pakistan re-
cently announced the re-
start of their “strategic dia-
logue” after a long pause.
Pakistan's new prime min-
ister, Nawaz Sharif, is trav-
eling to Washington for
tatks this week with Presi-
dent Barack Obama.’

Butin a summer dominat-
ed by foreign policy debates
over the coup in' Egypt and

‘Pakistani
Prime
Minister -
Nawaz
Sharif
will visit
the TS,
this week.

chemical weapons attacks
in Syria, the U0.5. hasp't pro-
moted its revamped aid re-
lationship with Pakistan.
Neither has Pakistan.

The silence reflects the
Lingering mutual suspicions
between the two.

The Pakistanis do not like

_ being seen as dependenton

their heavy-handed part-
ners. The Americans are
gé%mﬂéﬁm‘ fiting

e 1ons provided to a
government that is plagued

by corruption and per-

ceived as often duplicitous =

celveaq
in fighting terrorism.

TCongress has cleared
most of the money, and it
should start moving early
next year, officials and con-

‘gressional aides said.

Qver three weeks in July
-and_August, the State De-
partment and the U.S. Agen-

cy for Iqtgmational Devel-

- crises in recent years. The

opment informed Congress
that it planned to restart a
wide range of assistance,
mostly dedicated to he lpmg
Pakistan fight terrorism
The U.5. sees that effort as
essential as it withdraws
troops from neighboring
Afghanistan next year and
tries to leave a stable gov-
ernment behind.

Other funds focus on a i?;
range of items, 'mclud.ing%
help for Pakistani law en-
forcement and a multibil-
lion-doltar dam.

stani relations
have weathetred numerous

Pakistani government was
ocutraged that it received no
advance warning of the
Navy SEAE raid on bin Lad-
enn:ompdund
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That conclusion is widely

shared among U.S. officials

working on Afghanistan,

said the official, who was
among five people familiar
with the report who agreed
to speak on the condition of
aponymity to discuss the
assessment.

Some officials havetaken
umbrage at the underlying

' _pessimismin the report, ar-
guing that it does not ade- -

quately reflect how strong
Afghanistan’s security forc-
es bave become. .

One American official,
who described the NIE as
“more dark” than past intel-
ligence assessments on the

* war, said there are too many
uncertainties—to-make—an——

educated predicdon on
how the conflict will unfold

‘between now and 2mi7,

chief among them the out-
come of next year's presi-
dential election.

“I think what we're going
to see is a recalibration of
political power, territory
and that kind of thing,” said
one U.S. official who felt the
assessment was unfairly
negative. “It's not going to
be an inevitable rise of the
Taliban.”

U.S. intelligence analysts
did not provide a detailed
mapping of areas they think
are likely to become con-
trolled by specific groups
or warlords in coming
years, said one of the offi-
cials. But the analysts antic-
ipate that the central gov-
ernment in Kabul is all but
certain to become increas-
ingly irrelevant as it loses
“purchase” over parts of the
country, the official said.

A spokesman for the Of-
fice of the Director of Na-
tiocnal Intelligence, which
issues intelligence est-
mates, declined to com-
ment. Officials at the White

House declined to speak .
about the NTE's findings.

Afghan
outlook
IS grim

. By Ernesto Londono,

Karen DeYoung
and Greg Miller
The Washington Post -

WASHINGTON»® A new
American inteiligence as-
sessment oo the Afgha.n

war predicts that the gains’

the United States and its al-.

lies have made during the

ast three years are likely fo
%Eve been  significantly
eroded by 2017, even if
%’s?"hing:mavis behind a
few thousand troops and
continues bankrolling the
impoverished nation, ac-
cording to officials familiar
with the report.

The National Intelligence
Estimate, which includes
input from the country’s 16
intelligence agencies, pre-
dicts that the Taliban and
other power brokers will
become increasingly influ-
ential as the United States
winds down its longest war
in history, according to offi-
cials who have read the
classified report or received
briefings on its conclusions.

The grim cutlook is fuel-
ing a policy debate inside
the Obama administration
about the steps it should
take over the next year as
the U.S. military draws
down its remaining troops.

The report predicts that
Afghanistan would likely
descend into chaos quickly

if ‘Washington and Eabul 7

don’t sign a security pact pact
that would keep an interna-
tional military contingent

. there beyond 2014 — a pre-

condition for the delivery
of billions of dollars In aid

that the United States and

its allies have pledged ta

spend in Afghanistan over
the coming years.

“In the absence of a con-
tmw.nfr presence and con-
tinting financial support,”
the intellicence assessment
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